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Coach Tom Izzo Leads Trifecta of Local Support for 
American Cancer Society Coaches vs. Cancer Program
Together, with sponsors Auto-Owners Insurance and Delta Dental of Michigan, Lansing area goes all-in to save lives from cancer

East Lansing, Michigan – January 23, 2017 – In a swell of support for the American Cancer Society, MSU Head Men’s Basketball Coach Tom Izzo will help celebrate life and save lives from cancer with a variety of initiatives in support of the Society’s Coaches vs. Cancer program. Over the next month, Izzo will lead three cancer-fighting initiatives to raise funds for the Society. 
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The first of these initiatives, Suits and Sneakers Week, sponsored by Auto-Owners Insurance and Delta Dental of Michigan, will take place January 23 – 29. The initiative, started in 2012, engages Lansing-area CEOs and the business community to host Wear Your Sneakers to Work Days. Individuals make a minimum donation of $5 to the American Cancer Society for the opportunity to wear sneakers to work, with friendly fundraising competitions among participating groups. This year, over 25 local companies and schools will be participating, including: Auto Owners Insurance, Delta Dental of Michigan, Buffalo Wild Wings Franchisee JK&T Wings, Capital National Bank, Dusty's Cellar, East Lansing High School, Everett Ledge High School, Flagstar Bank, Fowlerville High School, FraserTrebilcock, Gilbert & Blakes, Gillespie Group, Grand Ledge High School, Honigman Miller Swartz & Cohn LLP, Kewpee's, Lansing Catholic High School, Lexus of Lansing, Merrill Lynch, MSU Federal Credit Union, Okemos Auto Collections, Okemos High School, Pizza House, St. Joseph Catholic School, TWO MEN AND A TRUCK. 

The week will end with Coach Izzo lacing up his sneakers with his game attire at the MSU vs UM game on January 29 at the Breslin Center. 

Next, as a special promotion beginning Suits and Sneakers Week and continuing through the end of the college basketball season, fans will have the opportunity to wear a specially designed pair of sneaker laces from Shoe Carnival, available online or in stores, in memory of eight-year old cancer patient Lacey Holsworth. Funds raised will support the American Cancer Society and Princess Lacey's Legacy, to save lives and support those affected by pediatric cancer.

Finally, new this year, the Coaches vs. Cancer 3-Point Challenge, will enable college and high school basketball teams to use their spotlight on the court to raise money and awareness for cancer. MSU fans across the country can pledge a donation for each 3-point shot the Michigan State University Men’s Basketball team makes in February to support American Cancer Society research, education and patient programs. 

The 3-Point Challenge will pit MSU against rival schools across the nation to raise the most funds. Fans can follow the leaderboard on http://www.3pointchallenge.org to see who will become the 3-Point Challenge Champion. 

Since 2006, Spartans Head Coach Tom Izzo and his wife, Lupe, have worked with the American Cancer Society to save lives from cancer through the Suits and Sneakers Challenge and Coaches vs. Cancer initiatives. Together, with the Lansing community, the Izzos have raised more than $712,000.

To learn more about Coaches vs. Cancer, visit coachesvscancer.org.

About Coaches vs. Cancer
[bookmark: _m3gqyuhqjho7]Coaches vs. Cancer is a nationwide collaboration between the American Cancer Society and the National Association of Basketball Coaches. This initiative leverages the personal experiences, community leadership, and professional excellence of coaches nationwide to increase cancer awareness and promote healthy living through year-round awareness efforts, fundraising activities, and advocacy programs. Since 1993, coaches have raised more than $100 million for the American Cancer Society.
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